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Since our last newsletter, there has been a flurry of activity. Writers are like the Italian ladies in the Alfa adverts – they can 
drive you crazy with their temperamental behavior, but you can never stop loving them. As per normal therefore, we have 
had to make a few adjustments to the lineup. 

One of the additions to our programme is Barbara Lindop, a renowned authority, who will be speaking on artist, Gerard 
Sekoto 

Well known Afrikaans journalist and author Elsabe Brits has fulfilled one of my dreams ever since the inception of 
Booktown Richmond – a talk on Emily Hobhouse. This our dear friends is a talk you do not want to miss.  In fact, I suspect 
our designer Woodbender chairs are going to form lasting bonds with a few bums this year.  

Antony Osler had been waiting in line to experience the thrill of BoekBedonnerd ever since his visit to the J.M.Coetzee 
Festival two years ago. For those of you who don’t know, Antony is the author of the highly acclaimed Stoep Zen. It is very 
seldom that a writer can claim his sequel is better than the original but if the reviews of Antony’s Zen Dust are anything to 
go by, this is going to become a South African classic. 

Boris Gorelik phoned me on the day I got wind of the worst possible news – UKZN wants to close down its Afrikaans 
Department! In fact, these are my last months at a university I have called home for the last 20 years. Since school, I have 
known no other world than this university. But I digress! Boris will be coming to Richmond to talk on his biography of 
acclaimed artist Vladimir Tretchikoff.  This is a highly readable book that has been extremely well received by the book 
critics. 

Craig Mackenzie, a well known figure in English academia, will be coming to Richmond to make sure we never forget the 
man who got Booktown Richmond going; Patrick Mynhardt, but more especially, the author who has ensured that Patrick 
will always live in our hearts – Herman Charles Bosman. Craig is an authority of Herman Charles Bosman, and his talks 
will remain with you long after you have bid your farewells to the Karoo. 



In fact, some might say that we are Bosman-bedonnerd this year, because Francois Griebenow will also be coming to 
Richmond with his Afrikaans translation of Bosman. Francois is a man on a mission, intent on bringing the joy of Bosman 
to a wider Afrikaans readership. 

Our last addition to the programme is a man you are never going to forget.  After you have heard Grant Leversha speak 
on Within an African Eden, a book about the great golf courses in SA, you will walk away with absolute certainty that this 
is the greatest book you have ever seen.  I can tell you now that for as long as I live, I know I will never see a book like 
this again. Aesthetically, it has no equal. It has won countless accolades as per the list following. This is what Booktown 
Richmond is all about – we are, like Grant, BookBedonnerd!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

SO THE LINE UP AT PRESENT IS LIKE THIS: 

1)    Archie Dick 
2)    Peet Coetzee 
3)   Sonja Loots 
4)   Barbara Lindop – Gerard Sekoto 
5)   John Costello - The Wild Coast 
6)   Antony Osler  
7)   Danie Marais 
8)   Finuala Dowling 
9)   SindiweMagona 
10) Francois Griebenow 
11)     Liz Gunner 
12) Elsabe Brits – Emily Hobhouse 
13) Louise Heckl 
14) Chris Marais and Julie - Karoo Keepsakes II 
15) Andy Capostagno 
16) Andries  Bezuidenhout 
17) Denis Beckett 
18) Julie Davidson - in celebration of David Livingstone celebrations - a biography of his wife, Mary Moffatt 
19) Ilse Salzwedel 
20) Luna Paige - musical interpretation of famous novels/ short stories 
21) Kobus Moolman – poet 
22) Grant Leversha Gold Winner – 2013 Independent Publisher Book Awards  'Outstanding Book of the Year – 

Art & Craftsmanship' – New Your Gold Winner – 2013 Benjamin Franklin Awards  'Coffee Table Books' – New 
York Gold Winner – 2013 Gold Ink Awards  ‘Fine Editions’ – Chicago 2013 Print Industries of America  ‘Award 
of Recognition: Print Excellence’ – Chicago 

23) Dianna Ferrus -poet 
24) Gordon Froud Alice in Wonderland Illustrations 
25) Alwyn Roux -  Marlene van Niekerk se Memorandum 
26)  Wessel Ebersohn -The Classifier 
27)  Craig McKenzie - Herman Charles Bosman 
28)  Eenkantland - Dana Snyman in onderhoud met JannieUys, seun van OomTheunisUys(skrywer van 
Eenkantland). Namakwalandse folk songs deurSakka Stone  
29)  Randolph Vigne - Thomas Pringle biography 
30)  Boris Gorelik–Tretchikoff 
31)  Tiki Kyte  (a newly published African story)  Your Hand and Mine 
32) Des Armstrong The Irish in the Boer War 
 
The initial programme is as per the following; 
THURSDAY                                            FRIDAY                                         SATURDAY 

9.00 – 9:30  ANDY CAPOSTAGNO                    FINUALA DOWLING                     ELSABE BRITS 
9.30 – 10:00  BORIS GORELIK                          RANDOLPH VIGNE                       SONJA LOOTS 
10.00 – 10:30 LIZ GUNNER                               GORDON FROUD                          ALWYN ROUX 
 
10:30 TO 11:00  TEA    TEA    TEA 
 
11:00 – 11:30  PEET COETZEE            11:00 – 11:45 BARBARA LINDOP                  11.00- 11:30 DENIS BECKETT                       
11.30 – 12:00 KOBUS MOOLMAN      11:45-12:15  CRAIG MCKENZIE                    11:45-12:30 DANA SNYMAN            
12.00 – 12:30 DES ARMSTRONG       12:15-12:45 TIKI KYTE 



                
 
12.30 -2.00  LUNCH    LUNCH    LUNCH 
 
2.00 – 2:30 ANTONY OSLER                                GRANT LEVERSHA                 SINDIWE MAGONA 
2.30 – 3:00 ANDRIES BEZUIDENHOUT              ILSE SALZWEDEL                 CHRIS MARAIS 
3.00 – 3:30 FRANCOIS GRIEBENOW                     JOHN COSTELLO       JULIE DAVIDSON 
3.30 – 4:00WESSEL EBERSOHN                            ARCHIE DICK                         DIANA FERRUS 
 
As usual we have a wonderful “Off Broadway On the Fringe” programme of events as well. The William Humphries Art 
Gallery from Kimberley will be holding art classes for the children based upon creating illustrations after a story telling 
session.  They will also be exhibiting a display of original South African graphic art works at the MAP gallery which is just 
opposite the Town Hall. 
 
Once again Richmond Filums will be putting on childrens’ shows on the Thursday and Friday afternoons as well as adult 
(….no not that kind of adult filums) filums on the Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings all at the Town Hall auditorium.  
 
MAP has a fantastic line-up and it is well worth the short little walk to take in the exhibits on display. Harrie Siertsema and 
Abrie Fourie have really done the village proud with a wonderful world class setup.  
 
Just double click the attached PD F file for the entire rundown 
 

130904 Map SA 
Richmond Book Town participation 2013.pdf

 
Dana Snyman, entertainer par excellence will be performing at the Museum Hall so make a point to getting over for the 
show. 
 

We are thrilled that we shall have some really great entertainment on offer at the old Library…BTR HQ…Luna Paige will 
be performing on the Thursday and Saturday evenings. She is a real star and you can get a glimpse of her in action on 
YouTube http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhpPpzoiOTY  and on her web site  www.lunapaige.com  Tickets will be on 
sale from Peter or Darryl and at the door…R100 a pop. 

As usual the village churches will be providing catering for teas and snackeroos in the quadrangle beside Booktown 
Richmond HQ. In addition they will be selling pre-frozen packaged Karoo lamb as per your specifications. Please call 
Johann Bezuidenhoudt at 082-557-0227 to place your order. Karoo lamb is just about the best product and is a must for 
any braai….it’s the real deal! 

Local Architect Dave Clemens will also be conducting his village walkabouts which are always a big hit….Dave knows is 
onions with regards to Karoo buildings and so don’t miss the stroll about town on the Saturday mid-day leaving from in 
front of the Supper Klub. 

Local historians and Boer War authorities John Donaldson and Chris Sheldon will be taking interested parties on the short 
walk up to Vegkop for evening sundowners, leaving from the Supper Klub at about 5 in the afternoon. Place your orders 
for drinks beforehand.  
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